
City of Frankenmuth
Planning Commission

August 23, 2022
Meeting Minutes

Present: Polomsky, Schoenow, Howe, Zeilinger, Blegen, Ross, Meyer, Kaczynski, and
Nuechterlein

Absent: None
Also Present: City Manager Smith, City Clerk Kerns, City Planner Kraushar, and 22 members

of the public.

Call to Order
Chairman Polomsky called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.

Approval of Agenda
The agenda was approved as presented. Motioned by Nuechterlein, seconded by Kaczynski.
Unanimously carried.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the July 26,2022 meeting were approved as presented. Motioned by Meyer,
seconded by Howe. Unanimously carried.

Recognition of Guests and Public Comment
Chairman Polomsky recognized 22 public guests.

New Business
1. Site Plan Review of 5235 S. Gera

Craig Rudnick from Spicer Engineering presented plans on behalf of Mark and Sherry
Morris for a Remax Realty office on 5235 S. Gera Rd. The current long term rental
would be refurbished into office space with an added porch, six parking spaces and an
ADA accessible ramp. There was discussion on the nature of the temporary drive.
Rudnick clarified that the drive would only be present until the adjacent parcels were
fully developed and that a mutual access agreement would be pursued with the
neighboring properties. Members of the Site Plan Review Committee discussed the
design guidelines regarding the requirement for 50% of the facade to be natural materials.
A slate stone was added to the front facade in revised elevations that met the
requirements. Commissioner Zeilinger moved to approve the site plan based on the
conditions of the August 4, 2022 report in terms of a final site plan noting the temporary
drive and landscaping, submission and approval of stormwater management, issuance of
a temporary drive permit from MDOT, and the creation and execution of a mutual access



easement agreement with properties to the north and south. Zeilinger motioned,
Nuechterlein seconded. Unanimously Carried.

2. Site Plan Review of Meadow Lane
City Planner Kraushar gave a brief presentation on the nature of the zoning district where
the Meadow Lane parcel was located and what permitted uses would look like.
Commissioner Ross excused himself and left the meeting room after disclosing a conflict
of interest. Paul Koester of Koester Construction presented an overview of his proposed
development, a suite of four office units on the street frontage and a rear suite of four
cold storage units in the rear of the site. Koester provided details on the utilities available,
revised building elevations, and the preliminary site plan. There was discussion over
lighting, and the color choice of the buildings and if they were intended to match the
neighboring residential homes. There was discussion of landscaping/screening and how
strict the design guidelines were, and if the rear of the storage buildings was interesting
enough visually under the design guidelines. Chairman Polomsky opened the
conversation to the public guests in attendance. Questions asked pertained to the
following:

● How the development would impact traffic on Meadow Lane
● How stormwater management, and screening of the residential parcel

would be handled
● What the intent and use of the office space would be, and potential hours

of operation for both the office and storage building
● What the measurements were in length and height for both buildings
● The arrangement of the site, if the parking had to be located in front
● When the project would start and how it would proceed

Commissioner Schoenow suggested Koester consider an additional ten foot setback from
the sidewalk in order to match the visual look of the adjacent properties. Kerns and Smith
discussed a provision in the Ordinance that allowed the Planning Commission to approve
a deviation within the site plan. Koester presented an alternative plan (Site Plan B) that
increased the number of storage units and decreased the number of office units, and
reduced the number of parking spaces from 22 to 12, with a drive entrance on the east
side of the parcel, closer to the residential property. Koester withdrew Site Plan A. The
Planning Commission conceptually approved Site Plan B with a ten foot rear setback
deviation for the cold storage in order to provide an additional ten foot greenbelt to match
the look of the neighboring properties. Koester will present revised plans before the
Commission in September. Schoenow motioned, Howe seconded. Commissioner Ross
abstained. Carried.



3. Public Hearing on Proposed Changes to B&B Ordinance and STR Ordinance
Commissioner Ross rejoined the meeting and the Commissioners discussed the revised
ordinance language for Bed and Breakfast and Short Term Rentals. Chairman Polomsky
opened a public hearing for the suggested ordinance language change at 8:43pm. There
was no public input and the hearing was closed at 8:45pm. The Commission moved to
approve the ordinance language change, and further it to City Council. Moved by
Zeilinger, seconded by Meyer. Unanimously carried.

4. Public Hearing on Proposed Changes to the Planning Commission Ordinance
Commissioners discussed the revised ordinance language regarding the addition of a
student member to the Commission. Commissioner Schoenow suggested a different term
for member as having more than nine members would be in violation of state rules. The
Commission suggested that the student would serve as a non voting representative on the
Commission for a one year term that could be reviewed and renewed at the end of each
year. This representative would be required to be an enrolled high school student living
within the City of Frankenmuth. Chairman Polomsky opened a public hearing for the
suggested ordinance language change at 8:50 pm. There was no public input and the
hearing was closed at 8:52pm. The Commission moved to approve the revised ordinance
with the suggested language changes and further it to City Council. Moved by Ross
seconded by Nuechterlein. Unanimously carried.

Correspondence
1. Review of Draft Memtron Report

Smith briefly discussed the preliminary draft report of the Memtron facility prepared by
staff. It is the intent of staff to distribute this report to realtors to provide additional
clarification to any potential developers.

Adjournment
With no further business Chairman Polomsky adjourned the meeting at 9:00pm.

Respectfully submitted
__________________
Recording Secretary
Emily Kraushar


